In February six of the Vaal Dam’s sluices
were opened to release water into the Vaal
River. The last time water was released from
a full Vaal Dam was in March 2002. The inflow
- peaked at 1 200 m3/s on 31 January, and
gradually abated to the 300 m3/s once the
dam level reached the 95% mark. The first
sluice gate was opened on 1 February 2006.
During the heavy rains in 2000 eight sluice
gates had to be opened to release the excess
water. As the water was released from the
Vaal Dam the equivalent flow was released
from the Vaal Barrage.
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